
 

CALL –  IDEA LEAGUE FELLOWSHIPS TO STRENGTHEN 

COLLABORATION  

 

Background 

The IDEA league combines the strength of five of Europe’s leading technical 
universities to provide unique opportunities to connect, collaborate, contribute, and 
inspire technological innovation to tackle global challenges. As part of the common 
efforts to enhance long term synergies among the universities, a first fellowship call is 
now open to provide TU Delft assistant professors with the opportunity to spend 3 to 6 
months (in total) in one or preferably more partner universities. This call will be issued 
two more times after this initial pilot. The budget available for the TU Delft for these 
fellowships will be 3x €150.000 in 3 consecutive call rounds. 

The  IDEA League Fellowship Programme has the following objectives: 

• To contribute to strengthening the collaboration between partner universities 
through starting or further developing research and collaboration efforts  

• To contribute to knowledge exchange and capacity building within the partner 
universities through sharing research infrastructures 

• To facilitate innovative inter-disciplinary cooperation and communication to 
tackle societal challenges 

The fellowship may be used to start or further develop a project (proposal), research or 
manuscript, in collaboration with fellow scientists of the partner institutes. IDEA 
League fellows are encouraged to build synergies with(in) the institutes, their 
departments and the universities at large. 

General conditions of this call 

• This call is open to assistant professors employed by the TU Delft who have 
obtained their PhD degree after January 1st, 2017. The limiting date for obtaining 
the PhD degree can be adjusted by 12 months for each pregnancy (with a 
maximum of 2 pregnancies) for which maternity leave was used during the 7 
years prior to this call. Academic Career Track staff members are encouraged to 
apply. 

• The other IDEA league institutes are: RWTH Aachen (Germany), Chalmers 
University of Technology (Sweden), Politecnico di Milano (Italy) and ETH Zurich 
(Switzerland) 

• Funding is provided for research stays conducted in 2024.  
• Each fellow ideally visits two or more IDEA League universities. The overall 

duration must be between three and six months and can be divided into shorter 



periods, with a minimum duration of at least one month's stay at a partner 
university.  

• Researchers applying for a visiting period of less than 6 months may participate 
in future editions of this Call op to a maximum of 6 months of supported visiting 
activity.  

 

Funding 

This call is made in part possible with funding earmarked for Encouraging European 
Research and as such priority will be given to collaboration for the pursuit of joint 
European research funding. The funding may be used to cover travel expenses, 
accommodation costs and fees for use of the host institutions’ research infrastructure, 
up to a maximum of €5,000 per month. Funding cannot be used for conferences. Note 
that the research stay must be completed, and all expenses be paid by September 15th 
2025. A report about the use of the fellowship must be submitted within 3 months after 
the project is finished. The total grant amount that TU Delft can allocate to this first call 
is €150.000. In the case of non-allocated budget, it will be added to the funds of the 
next round. 

 

Eligibility criteria  

• The duration of the stay should be at least one month at a given location.  
• A complete proposal must be submitted (see requirements below) to apply for 

the fellowship. Incomplete proposals will not be considered. 

 

The proposal (in pdf format) must be written in English and must contain:  

• A motivation letter (max 1 A4). 
• A short CV including 3 key highlights with a brief explanation (max 2 pages). 
• Endorsement by head of department at TU Delft specifying the added value for 

collaboration with partner institute(s). 
• A description of the research themes and objective and a (preliminary) list of 

activities planned for the stay abroad, especially use of research infrastructure 
(max 2 pages). 

• A letter or email of acceptance/invitation from each host department. 
• A budget plan with a justification for the requested funding 

 

 

 



 

 

Deadline  

The call will be closed by June 1st  2024.  

Review is planned during the month of June as to allow grantees to plan their activities 
for the rest of the year.   

Applicants should submit their application here. 
 
 
All applications will be reviewed by a selection committee consisting of 3 people. The 
committee composition is as follows:  
Prof. Ir.  Ena Voûte (chair)  
Prof.Dr. Ir. Bart van Arem  
Prof. Dr. Ir Patricia Osseweijer  
All committee members have equal voting rights. In case of ex-aequo the vote of the 
chair will count double.  
 
The committee will decide based on: 

• Quality of the proposal and potential for enhancing collaboration with IDEA 
partners 

• The relation of the proposal to strategic themes of TU Delft 

Priority will be given to proposals that involve three or more partner universities. 
In case of equal merit, the selection committee shall prefer the best gender 
distribution.  


